Chateau Whistler Golf Course

MAIN SIGN:

Bear in Mind

You are in black BEAR country!
The Chateau Whistler Golf course is located in prime black bear habitat. You may encounter a bear during your game today. Seeing a bear in its natural habitat can be a memorable experience, but please respect and help protect our bears.

The community of Whistler has chosen to live in harmony with its bears. The Management of the Chateau Whistler Golf Course, in partnership with other community stakeholders, would like to ensure its operations are Bear Smart and that any guest encounters with bears are positive and free from conflict.
Give bears plenty of space and do not approach. You may take pictures from a distance with a telephoto lens. 
Please do not leave any food attractants unattended in your carts. All garbage must be disposed of in the bear-proof containers provided.

With your cooperation, bears and people can live in harmony!

SIGN2:
How close is too close?

Every bear defends their own ‘personal space’. And just like people, that space varies from one bear to another, and with the situation and circumstances. That distance may be a few metres for one bear or a few hundred metres for another. Once you have entered into a bear’s personal space, you have forced the bear to react – either to run away or defend their space. 

SIGN3:
The Bear Facts: Black Bear (Ursus americanus)

Colour:
Varies from pure black to cinnamon or blond. Most bears are black with a brownish muzzle; often with a white chest patch.

Height:
About 90 cm (30 in) at the shoulder

Length:
About 1.5 m (3.5 ft)
Weight:
Adults range from 50 kg to more than 270 kg (110 lbs to 590 lbs). Females are generally smaller than males.
SIGN4:

Bears are curious and highly intelligent animals. They have an amazing sense of smell; they have good hearing and sight. Bears are strong, fast, and good swimmers. Black bears are also agile climbers.

As you enjoy your game today, look up, and see if you can spot one of our local bruins in the trees. Cottonwood Trees are a favourite feeding spot for bears. Bears often enjoy a meal of newly sprouting leaves and cottonwood catkins. You can identify heavily used trees by the scratch marks left on the bark by bears climbing them. Or by the broken and missing branches that bears sometimes bears break while reaching for leaves and catkins. 

SIGN5:
Keep Bears Wild
Never feed or approach a bear. Please report any bears that are approaching people or accessing human foods to the Golf Course Superintendent. Golf Course staff are trained and equipped to deal with bears in a non-lethal way.
Keep a keen eye…..bears are generally more active during dusk and dawn. They enjoy feeding on the grasses, clovers and dandelions. We hope you enjoy the privilege of seeing wild bears foraging at the golf course. 
Nicklaus North Golf Course, Whistler, BC

Introductory Sign

The Nicklaus North Golf Course and the community of Whistler are working hard to achieve a healthier co-existence between people and bears. Efforts include eliminating bear attractants; bear-proofing waste containment; educational initiatives, and enforcement programs.

Whistler has been on the forefront of using cutting-edge non-lethal tactics to manage bears. The program is proving to be an effective alternative to destroying problem bears.

With funding provided by the International Fund for Animal Welfare and the Resort Municipality of Whistler, several signs have been erected throughout the golf course to increase your understanding of bears. Look for them at the 2nd green water station, the halfway house ant the 13th hole. Bear-proof waste containers have also been provided at each hole – please dispose of all waste appropriately. Thank-you!

Bear Essentials

Whistler is located in prime black bear habitat. As a result, there is a high density of black bears in the valley: one for every square kilometer of land. There are, however, no grizzly bears in the valley.

In autumn, bears feed for up to 18 hours per day in preparation for hibernation – seeking out the highest calorie food sources (human garbage is a favourite). Most bears head to their denning sites from October to late November, not to be seen again until spring.

During hibernation bears enter a state of dormancy where their heart rate drops from 40-70 beats/min. to 8-12 beats/min.; their metabolism slows down by half; and their body temperature drops by 3( to 7(C. Bears do not eat or drink during this time, nor do they eliminate waste. Bear cubs are born in the shelter of the den during January and February.

Black bears emerge from the den in late March and April. After a period of acclimatization, they begin feeding on newly emerging vegetation including grasses, clover and skunk cabbage.

Summer days are spent foraging for food and resting in day beds or trees. It is also a time of mating for some, and parenting for others. Although bears are considered to be carnivores, their diet is mostly vegetarian with a preference for berries, roots and insects.

Bears and Humans

As human development continues to encroach on wildlife habitat, human-bear encounters are increasing.

‘Problem’ bears are not born. They are a product of human carelessness and indifference. Easy access to garbage and other non-natural attractants brings bears into close contact with people raising safety concerns. These encounters usually result in the destruction of the bear.

You can help by being part of the solution, not part of the problem. Please dispose of all garbage in the bear-proof containers provided. Never leave any food unattended in your golf cart.

Helping bears

The Jennifer Jones Whistler Bear Foundation, a non-profit organization formed in 1994, protects the well being of Whistler Valley bears. In 1997, a group of interested stakeholders formed the Black Bear Task Team to develop a bear management plan to provide a long-term approach to managing both bears and garbage.

Nicklaus North is proud to be a proactive partner working toward making its golf course bear-proof and its patrons both bear aware and bear wise.

We can not protect our bears without your help. For more information call Sylvia at 905-4209.

Please do your part by disposing of all garbage in the bear-proof containers provided. Never leave food unattended in your golf cart. Thank you!

Keep bears wild!

Look up! Perhaps you’ll find bears resting in the trees. Black bears climb trees for safety. Mothers will leave their cubs in trees for hours while they forage for food, often wandering off for some distance. Bears also climb trees in search of food – newly sprouting leaves and cottonwood catkins are some of their favourites. You can spot heavily used trees by the scratch marks left on the bark where the bears have climbed up.

Please keep our bears wild. Never approach or feed a bear. Report any bears that are approaching people or accessing human food to the golf course superintendent.







