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BEAR SMART

BUSINESS  CHECKLIST

· Keep all garbage, recycling and compost indoors or in bear-proof garbage containers and store any other attractants in a location inaccessible to bears, especially kitchen grease.

· Have a supply of bear information brochures on display in our business at all times.

· Distribute and discuss bear information brochures with all employees.

· Encourage guests to learn more about bears by offering them a bear information brochure.

· Encourage guests to participate in safe bear viewing activities, where bears can be seen in their natural habitats - such as from mountain gondolas/chairlifts, the Creekside Bear Viewing Platform, or by participating in a Bear Viewing Tour run by Whistler-Blackcomb. 

· Act responsibly. In the event of a bear sighting – access the situation as follows:

1. If the bear is just passing through and avoiding humans and non-natural food sources – no action is necessary unless your business is located in the No-Go-Bear-Zone (Village and Upper Village areas) in which case it should be reported to officials so that the bear can be moved out of town. Call 604-905-BEAR (2327); choose option 1.

2. If bear is pursuing garbage or other attractants, call the call the RMOW By-law Department (935-8280 Day or 905-7489 After Hours) to report the infraction.

3. If the bear is threatening human safety, other animals or destroying property – call 604-905-BEAR (2327); choose option 1. All officers have been trained in non-lethal tactics and carry a wildlife kit in their vehicles – the bear will not be destroyed unless it poses an immediate threat to human safety.

· Inform all staff to follow these guidelines.

If you have any questions or require more information, please call Sylvia Dolson at the Get Bear Smart Society 905-4209.

If you have any questions or require more information, please call:

Sylvia Dolson, Get Bear Smart Society 604-905-4209; or 
Whistler Bylaw Services at 604-935-8280
Call 604-905-BEAR (2327)
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