Get The Bear Facts

e Many of our local bears may not hibernate
for the winter. Bears will naturally go into
hibernation when their food source runs out
and the temperature drops.

e More than 1,000 bears are killed every
year in BC because of bear-human conflicts.
Most of these bears were attracted to neigh-
bourhoods by improperly stored garbage and
other attractants.

e Bears are smart, curious and have a keen

sense of smell. Even food stored in the back
of a locked pickup with a canopy can attract
bears.

e Once a bear has become a “garbage bear”
it will teach its offspring to forage for garbage
and the cycle will continue. Garbage bears
and their offspring are usually destroyed.

Living In Harmony With Bears

Do You Live on a Wildlife Corridor?

Remember, any park, greenbelt, river or creek
can be a wildlife corridor. If your home is
located on or near one, follow the Respect Bears
checklist inside.

Bears are magnificent creatures that should

be allowed to live freely. Through understanding
and knowledge, we can all live together and
enjoy the beauty and wilderness of our North
Shore.

The North Shore Black Bear Network is a
partnership of local and regional governance
groups, including the Districts of North and
West Vancouver, as well as many local volun-
teers. The network promotes and supports the
co-existence of black bears with North Shore
residents through community involvment,
education and research.

For more information, please contact:
North Shore Black Bear Network

355 Queens Road, North Vancouver,
BC, V7N 4N5

604.990.BEAR (2327)

www.dnv.org/bears www.westvancouver.net

District of District of
West Vancouver North Vancouver

W -y

$

There

'S

A Bear
In My
Backya

rd!




If You See A Bear
In Your Yard or
Neighbourhood

e Stay calm. Don’t panic or yell. Speak to
the bear in a normal voice to let it know
that you are nearby. A bear will move on
if he finds nothing to eat.

Give the bear plenty of space, allowing
it an easy exit path.

If you suddenly come face to face with
a bear, back away slowly, moving in the
direction you came from. Avoid eye
contact. Do not run.

Go indoors with your pets and children
immediately.

Call your neighbours to advise them
about the bear.

Once the bear is safely out of the area:
Check your yard to make sure you are not
inviting it to come back. Put away garbage,
birdseed and ripe fruit. Consult our handy
checklist to learn more.

CALL: The North Shore Bear Line to report a
sighting or for more information.

604.990.BEAR (2327)

Fear often motivates people to find a quick
solution to a problem. There’s a bear in the
neighbourhood? Solution? Destroy it...
...but that’s not the answer.

The fact is, we have chosen to live on the North

Shore, in a natural bear habitat. We have created & ' o
the bear problem ourselves through careless- .
ness, inviting bears into our neighbourhoods to ___4?

dine on garbage, bird seed, fruit, berries and
compost. Now, it’s up to us to solve our bear
problem by working together, not only for the
safety of our neighbourhoods, but also for the
protection of our native wildlife.
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Turn Fear Into Respect

If we fear black bears, we may think the solution
is to destroy them. Instead of fear, let’s try to
respect bears and learn to live in harmony by
following these pointers.
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Respect bears.
You can live in the same territory.

Everyone in your neighbourhood must act
responsibly. Coordinate your efforts.

Store all garbage in the house or in a
locked shed or secure enclosure.

Place garbage at the curb on the morning
of pick up.

Pick fruit as it ripens, not allowing it to
accumulate on the ground.

Ensure that bird feeders are removed. All
wildlife feeders attract bears.

Clean barbecues and garbage cans
thoroughly after each use.

Think ahead and keep your property clean.
Garbage and things that stink, i.e. dirty
diapers, attract bears.

Bring pets and their food dishes indoors.

Easy on the compost! Keep unrinsed
eggshells, meat, fish, fat and oils out of
your bin. Turn compost regularly, covering
with leaves, lime and soil to deter odours.
Keep a lid on it. Remember, all new
compost must be buried.

All jars and cans should be rinsed before
they are put into your blue box.

Refrigerators and freezers full of food
attract bears. Keep them indoors.

Shift your perception. Start being bear
aware right now!



